It Seems So Unfair!
Psalm 73 (Lent 2)
Wouldn’t it be nice if everything was fair? Deep down we want fairness in many aspects of life - how things
are given, how people are treated, how justice is carried out, how opportunities are made available. Now we also
recognize that no matter how much we might want life to be fair, it just isn’t possible for everything to be
completely, 100% fair. However, that doesn’t change what we want. We want to live in a world built on fairness. “Just
be fair! Is that too much to ask?”
We want the same for our life as a Christians too. In fact, we kind of expect it, don't we? Surely God will be
fair with us and make sure that we have it better now since we follow him. Yet looking at the world around us and
the way it actually works, that’s not what seems to the case. Jesus said, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) Following Jesus, holding on to his cross, also means taking up
our own cross. Enduring suffering for our faith in some way is more often what we encounter from the world around
us. It is a struggle, a struggle that often seems so unfair. All we want is for God to be fair. Is that too much to ask?
This is what Asaph, a temple musician at the time of David, struggled with as he wrote the words of Psalm 73.
Asaph begins the psalm with a fact he trusted to be true, but what he saw was causing him to start slipping. He
begins, “Surely God is good to Israel, to the pure in heart. But as for me, my feet almost slipped out from under me. I
almost lost my footing. I even envied the arrogant when I observed the peace of the wicked.” (vs. 1-3)
Asaph knew and believed that God is good to his people and he punishes the wicked. But Asaph’s
observations of the world seemed to contradict what he believed. When he looked he saw many godly people
suffering and many wicked people prospering. It seemed so unfair! When things seem unfair, that’s when envy sets
in.
Envy is like a corrosive acid that eats away at contentment and faith over time. It seems that the main thing
which angered Asaph was not outrage at how much the wicked were dishonoring God but resentment that the
wicked seemed to have it better than him. His frustration was more self-pity than zeal for God’s honor. What was it
that he thought was so unfair and led him to this envy? “For there are no struggles at their death. Their bodies are
sturdy. They do not have the trouble common to people. They are not plagued along with the rest of mankind.
Therefore pride is their necklace. They wear violence like clothing. Their eyes bulge out of their fat. The schemes of
their hearts step over boundaries. They mock. They speak maliciously. From a high perch they threaten oppression.
They set their mouths against the heavens. Their tongues strut around on earth. Therefore God’s people turn to
them, and they drink it all in. They say, 'How can God know? Does the Most High have knowledge?' See, this is what
the wicked are like— secure forever, they increase in strength.” (vs. 4-12)
Not only were the wicked rich and powerful but it seemed their wickedness was the chief cause of their
riches and power. To make matters worse, these evildoers were proud of their wickedness. They boasted about their
sins and spoke arrogant words against God and his people. As a result, it seemed that some people weak in the faith
became so impressed by the prosperity of the wicked that they joined up with them so that life would be more
prosperous. “It’s obvious that God either doesn’t know or doesn’t care about their evil deeds. So if you can’t beat
them, join them. It must be better than trying to struggle unfairly. Maybe our life would be better.”
Doesn’t that kind of sound like us at times? Those who don’t follow Jesus, who throw his cross away, who
reject him seem at times to be doing so much better in this world than you and I. How could that be fair when the
wicked seem to have everything go right for them, get what they want, and God's apparent inaction seems to say he is

okay with them doing whatever they want? How could that be fair when God’s people struggle sometimes in the
worst of ways as they take up the necessary cross of suffering as a result of following Jesus? It seems so unfair! Out of
envy and weakness of faith our grip on the cross we carry starts to loosen. “Maybe it would be better to just stop
denying what I really want, throw my cross in the garbage, and remove his cross from my heart. That just sounds like
it would be a whole lot better.”
It is this kind of thinking that started to sound good to Asaph. “Have I really kept my heart pure for nothing?
Have I kept my hands clean in vain? I have been plagued all day. My punishment comes every morning. If I had said,
‘I will speak like this,’ I would certainly have betrayed the circle of your children. When I tried to understand this, it
was very troubling to me, until I went to the sanctuary of God. Then I understood their end.” (vs. 13-17
Asaph was on the brink of a terrible fall. It seemed to him that it was a waste of time to be a believer. But that
very thought shocked Asaph back to reality. Why was he following and serving God? Was it just to get something for
himself, or was it because he loved God? Why was he doing good? Was it to earn something for himself or because it
was the right thing to do? On the brink of disaster, Asaph woke up and began to think more clearly. He realized that
he had to look beyond the present, surface appearances that seemed so unfair toward eternal realities. Then Asaph
regained his balance on solid ground before he fell.
Why do we take up our cross and follow Jesus struggling through this world in a struggle that seems so
unfair. Is it to get something for ourselves here or is it because we love Jesus who first loved us so much that he bore
his own cross for us? Our questioning of what seems to be unfair can put us on the brink of disaster, dropping our
cross to pick up what appears to be the way where struggles are not present. Like Asaph we need to look beyond the
present, surface appearances that seem unfair to us and look at the eternal reality. To regain and keep our balance
standing once again on solid ground, we look to the cross of Jesus. There we see the nails of our sins were driven
through his hands and feet. It is with eyes on Jesus’ cross that we see how things really are and will be. The apparent
“unfairness” is resolved with two certainties.
The first certainty is judgment on the wicked. “Surely you place them on slippery places. You cause them to
fall into destruction. How quickly they come to ruin, completely destroyed by terrors! They are like a dream when
someone wakes up. So when you arise, O Lord, you will despise them like an illusion.” (vs. 18-20) Though the
unbelieving world appears at times to be in a lofty position, they are perched on a slippery slope. Their prosperity is
like a mirage that disappears. The wicked can and will be swept away in a moment. They will endure an eternal death
separated from the grace of God and all his blessings forever. It will be just as Jesus said, “After all, what good is it for
a man to gain the whole world and yet forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36)
The other certainty which resolved what seemed to be unfair is that God’s people already have something
better than whatever the world could offer. Asaph knew it. He had the favor and presence of God. “Yes, my heart was
bitter, and I was torn up inside. I was unthinking and ignorant. I was a dumb animal before you. Yet I am always with
you. You hold me by my right hand. With your guidance you lead me, and afterward, you will take me to glory. Who
else is there for me in heaven? And besides you, I desire no one else on earth. My flesh and my heart fail, but God is
the rock of my heart and my portion forever. No doubt about it! Those who are far from you will perish. You destroy
all who commit adultery against you. As for me, God’s nearness is good for me. I have made the Lord God my refuge,
so that I can tell about all your works.” (vs. 21-28)
Asaph remembered that the greatest riches and treasure of God’s people is God himself. Fellowship with God
is theirs now and forever. They always have this blessing even though the situation on earth may look unfair and
bleak for the moment. Comforted by this truth Asaph found strength to look beyond the problems of the present to

the fellowship and peace with God which he enjoyed through faith and to the even more glorious fellowship in
eternity in the visible presence of God. Earth offers nothing compared to having God as your rock and clinging to the
blessing of his grace through the cross of Jesus.
It is Asaph’s words that have inspired Christian cross bearers throughout the ages, even forming the basis for
the hymn we will sing in a few minutes, a hymn written by Martin Schalling. “Lord, you I love with all my heart; I
pray you ne’er from me depart; with tender mercies cheer me. Earth has no pleasure I would share; heaven itself were
void and bare if you, Lord, were you not near me. And should my heart for sorrow break, my trust in you no one
could shake. You are the treasure I have sought; your precious blood my soul has bought. Lord Jesus Christ, my God
and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not! I trust your Word.” (CW 434 vs. 1)
For you and I the struggle remains. We live a very real struggle right now. When you look at the world that
struggle seems so unfair. When you are disturbed or angered by the seeming prosperity of the wicked and the
apparent unfairness, look beyond present appearances to the final glorious outcome. Then, like Asaph, our doubts are
overcome and we can take up our cross in this world with all its struggles knowing that the cross with all its painful
splinters will be lifted from us. There is a blessed end for those who follow Jesus. Because of his cross we have glory.
Until then, you are not alone to bear your cross. His presence goes with you and holds on to you. “Yet I am always
with you. You hold me by my right hand. With your guidance you lead me, and afterward, you will take me to glory.
Who else is there for me in heaven? And besides you, I desire no one else on earth.” (vs. 23-25)
When I read those words this week, I couldn’t help but think about a dad holding their child’s hand to cross
the dangerous street. He leads and guides his child to safety on the other side. When that dad’s hand envelopes the
child’s small hand, he is holding on tight. That child knows he isn’t letting go. They feel safe in that hand despite the
roaring of cars zooming by in front of them.
Taking up our crosses locked in a struggle that seems so unfair, there is no other hand we want to hold. With
God as our rock and refuge he takes us by the hand. As his children, he holds us so tight leading us, guiding us,
strengthening us today and every day to the safety of glory with him forever all through the cross of Jesus. That
doesn’t sound fair to me. That sounds gloriously gracious. Amen

